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New Mexico Network for Women in Science and Engineering

OFFICERS: Diane Albert, President; Laurie Marnell, Vice President; Yolanda King, Treasurer; Claudia Barreto, Secretary; Elizabeth Kallman, Past President

Annual Meeting Minutes

October 17, 2009

Hacienda Vargas
Algodones, New Mexico

TOPIC


PRESENTER

CALL TO ORDER


Diane Albert
9:20AM

Approval of Agenda


Diane Albert

Introductions







All

Those present today are:  
· Diane Albert

· Jeanne Banks

· Claudia Barreto

· Cheri T. Burch

· Tinka Gammel

· Elizabeth Kallman

· Yolanda King

· Laurie Marnell

· Monica Madrid

· Leslie Phinney

· Dana Roberson

· Barbara Torres

· Nancy Weinbrenner

SECRETARY’S REPORT


Claudia Barreto
The minutes of the 2008 Annual Meeting held on October 25, 2008 at the Sierra Grande Lodge & Spa in Truth or Consequences, New Mexico were distributed.  Jeanne Banks moved to accept the minutes as amended.  Barbara Torres seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously
TREASURER’S REPORT 


Yolanda King

The available balance is $15,552.47.  We discussed a cut back in the numbered of tote bags to be ordered because we have many in stock.  The 2010 budget (see attached) was approved as submitted unanimously.
Reports from STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Annual Meeting


Jeanne  Banks
Jeanne Banks will email me a summary report. Elizabeth Kallman volunteered to be chair for 2011.  We discussed location, for example, holding the meeting near a large population base where we might be able to recruit more attendees.  We might also think about changing the time of year.  Diane Albert suggested that recruitment and invitation to meetings be an activity of the Publicity/Outreach Chair. Nancy Weinbrenner brought up the point that this also ties to getting more nominations for the IMPACT! Award.  Diane Albert offered to give Nancy a name of the contact people for other STEM organizations.  Elizabeth Kallman suggested that we need to get feedback from younger STEM women as to what they would like to get from membership in NMNWSE and through attending an annual meeting.
Elections


Georgia Pedicini 
There was a total of 16 online votes. They all claim to be members in good standing (see list at the bottom).
There were no invalid ballots (modulo a membership check).
There were no "not voting on this item" votes.
There were no write-in votes.

One voter was wowed by how easy this was (sent me a separate email to that effect in addition to commenting in her ballot).

Motion to change name:
Yes - 15
No - 1 with comment: I was hoping that there may be a motion to drastically change the name (or at the very least the acronym) of the organization to something more snappy -- such as NEW-WISE -- the New Mexico Network for Women in Science and Engineering. As it stand the neither the full name nor the acronym is easy to remember or say; I've had comments from non-members to the effect of "You have got to change the name of your group!" or "what is the name of your group again?" or "That's so long!" (referring to the name) or "Who are you with again?". Having a more memorable acronym would significantly help with our marketing.

Results
Vice President/President Elect – Elizabeth Kallman
Secretary – Claudia Barreto
At Large - 
Charlene Bausinger Jacka
Jennifer Neisengaard

Barbara Torres

Voters:
Tinka Gammel
Dana Roberson
Eleanor Walther
Kelly Collins
Deborah Kubicek
Barbara Torres
Diane Albert
Deborah Ulinski Potter
Betsy Frederick
Laurie Marnell
Adelaide "dede" Collins
Claudia Barreto
Nancy Stages Weinbrenner
Cheri Burch
Elizabeth Kallman
Jeanne Banks

Archives 


Mary Campbell
No report. We need to get the article from Sage (Albuquerque Journal) about Diane Albert and Dana Roberson to Mary for the archives.
Communications (Formerly Webpage & Newsletter)


Tinka Gammel
  

We need a volunteer to take over the job or at least to help out. Tinka Gammel asked for suggestions to improve website.  We discussed how convenient the online voting was.  Please email and articles/blurbs to Tinka for inclusion in the Newsletter.  We discussed the timing of publishing the Newsletter.  We decided that since we have the website that this can be the “Newsletter” with continual new articles being posted.  We have gotten the impression that the Northern chapter has seceded because they did not agree to the changes in the Policies & Procedures, so they will be removed from the website.

Membership 


Dana Roberson

We have 42 Paid Members.  All are renewals:
28 Central
11 Northern
 4 Southern
 1 Eastern

Welcome Letters have been sent out
IMPACT! Award


Nancy Weinbrenner


Nancy will send me a summary report.
It was suggested that we invite former winners and nominees to Annual Meeting.  We decided to make all nominees 1 year members to NMNWSE.  Diane Albert suggested that we send the announcement to nominate to state organizations.  Tinka Gammel suggested that we submit the press release for our local agency’s newsletters.  We discussed the idea of having the nominator pay the nomination fee for the 1st year and that NMNWSE pick of the fee for the following 2 years.  We will discuss this further at the Board meeting.
Fund Raising








Diane Albert 
Applied for EYH funding from Intel ($5000), Ball ($5000), and McCune ($4000), TechPrep.

Will apply to LANL Foundation if LAWIS does not do so.

Kim Linder has applied to Honeywell.

Also please see the President’s Report:

NMNWSE President's Report

Diane Albert, President 2008-09

Annual Meeting October 17, 2009

Board meetings

Led update of NMNWSE Policies 

Hosted meetings at firm on Dec. 13, 2008; Feb. 14, April 4, and Aug. 8; set up conference call capability and led a June 13 call-in meeting.

Fundraising

Secured $5000 in funding from New Mexico Public Education Department as part of the NM STEM Statewide Initiative via a Carl Perkins TechPrep Grant with Santa Fe Community College, working with Phyllis Baca and Tony Korwin; tote bags, copying, DVDs

Networking / partnerships

Met with Jamai Blivins, NMSU Innovate-Educate NM (http://innovate-educatenm.org/) to discuss NMNWSE tabling opportunities.

Met with Lauren Joule, Manager/Business Partnerships, Albuquerque Public Schools, Schools and Community Partnerships Dept. to discuss NMNWSE Central Chapter participation in the Join-A-School Program.

Worked with Betsey Frederick and Irene Lee to partner with NSF-funded middle school STEM  program Project GUTS (Growing Up Thinking Scientifically) (http://projectguts.org) that links Project GUTS and the Supercomputing Challenge. 

Met with Jamesina Simpson, UNM faculty advisor to the SWE student group on campus, and Albuquerque IEEE board Women in Engineering Coordinator. 

Outreach

Was keynote speaker for State Conference will be held in Albuquerque, May 3-5, 2009, invited by Saundra Castillo, New Mexico State Director , Technology Students Association.

Gave presentation at the Project Lead the Way Counselor Conference in Carlsbad, invited by Phyllis Baca, SFCC

Newsletter


Elizabeth Kallman

Please see “Communications”

Policies and Procedures


Claudia Barreto

There a no updates to report.  If anyone has any suggested changes, please contact Claudia &/or the board.
Publicity/Outreach


Charlene Bausinger
No report


Student Awards


Mercedes Agogino

Tinka Gammel  reported that awards were given at  the NM State Science  Fair, SW Regional Science Fair, the  SE Regional Science Fair (please get the $25 get from Tinka), and the SuperComputing Challenge.  Tinka Gammel made a motion to approve awards at all Regional Science Fairs.  

The upcoming NM State Science  Fair  will be held on 04/10/10, SuperComputing Challenge 4/26-27, NAICEF March 01/1310, CENAC coalition for Native American Children, 4 Corners Region.  GET CORRECT NAMES FROM TINKA.  

If a member wants to judge and present awards at a science fair,  they can request funds from the board.

EXPANDING YOUR HORIZONS

State EYH 


Dana Roberson

Expanding Your Horizons Conference

New Mexico Network for Women in Science and Engineering (NMNWSE)

2009 Final Report

OVERVIEW

The New Mexico Network is a not-for-profit organization with a membership of more than one hundred women scientists and engineers who volunteer time and energy to ensure that young people, especially young women, have access to information on exciting and meaningful careers in the sciences and engineering. The Network has been sponsoring the annual conferences statewide since 1980, reaching over 20,500 students and their teachers.  The students receive career information and encouragement at an early age, a key factor of future success.   New Mexico has a large rural population where many young people, especially women and minorities, are unaware of the wide variety of technical job opportunities that are available to them.  EYH successfully addresses this need.  This year we had over 500 young women participate in the EYH conferences.  As in years past, the level of minority participation was high and a significant number of Hispanic, Native American, Asian and Afro-American young women were included.
There are three active chapters in NMNWSE – Northern Chapter in Los Alamos, Central Chapter in Albuquerque, and Southern Chapter in Silver City. 

Central Chapter 

.  
The Annual Albuquerque EYH conference at Dane Smith Hall at the New Mexico University was held Saturday, March 14, 2009.  As usual the conference was very successful.

Slightly more than 100 girls attended the conference.  Sixth to twelfth grade girls from the Albuquerque area of NM were targeted and as such, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth grade girls constituted almost 89% of the girls who attended.  The ethnicity breakdown was roughly 36% European American, 29% Hispanic American, 16% Native American, and 6% Afro Americans and Asian Americans.
It was observed by evaluations turned in that there were more sixth graders than last year, and there were several girls from Pueblos and private academies that attended.

This year the opening session was hectic since the room had been double booked, but we moved rooms and the event was well attended. The opening event was a talk and demonstration by Ms. Susan Thornton, Director of the Directed Energy Directorate, Air Force Research Laboratory.  Fourteen (14) workshops were held from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.   At the closing session by student evaluations being filled out and turned in.

Los Alamos 
Student Conference 
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The northern chapter of NMNWSE (LAWIS) hosted the 30th EYH in Los Alamos on April 1st, 2009.  The event was held at the University of New Mexico, Los Alamos, and drew about 100 middle- and high-school girls from 12 Northern New Mexico schools.  The intrepid girls braved wintery weather to attend (a nice April fool’s joke from Mother Nature!)  Activities included workshops related to astronomy, aerospace, chemistry, and earth science; a team-building activity; and various demonstrations.  The team activity was to engineer a protective container for an egg.  Teams had to build a light weight structure that would keep the egg from cracking when dropped and allow an accurate landing on a specified location from available materials.  Points were given for how light the engineered solution was as well as how close to the landing location it was.  This engineering problem is very analogous to what NASA must do when sending a probe to another planet, asteroid, or comet.  Surprisingly only 2 eggs cracked, but the weight and accuracy of the system greatly varied!  A concurrent conference for teachers was also held.  Teachers learned innovative ways to teach math and science.

Picture 1: Kaley Thomas, left, and Stephanie Djidjev, both of Los Alamos High School, measure the acidity and basicity of household products and foods using colored indicators.  Photographer:  Sandra Valdez, LANL.

Teacher Conference

Accompanying teachers, parents, and other adult student supervisors had the opportunity to participate in a “hands-on” workshop and informational session on a variety of topics. The keynote speaker was also be available for questions and answers

The Silver City EYH conference was held on the Western New Mexico University campus on March 14, 2009.  The opening session was followed by 2 morning workshops, a pizza lunch, a third workshop and a closing activity.  

This was our 17th annual EYH conference at WNMU.  This year we targeted 6th - 10th grade girls.  There were about 20 schools attending from the four county areas: Grant, Luna, Hidalgo and Catron.  We will include 5th grade again next year and aim for a larger group.  

In previous years we cut down on the number of girls attending but had some disappointment from these older girls so last year we included a larger number of girls including 9th and 10th grades again.  However, these older girls were be recruited to help in the workshops and mentor the younger girls.  This turned out to be a great experience for these girls because they were able to assist with the workshops and responded enthusiastically.

Once again we sent letters to parents to let them know their girl was registered.  For the past several years this has decreased our “no show” count from about 35% to less than 25%.

The date for the 18th Annual Silver City EYH conference at Western New Mexico University is Saturday, is set for:  Saturday, March 13, 2010.  

FUNDING


As in previous years, Community funding, was used to purchase thank-you gifts for Key Note speakers, and prizes for Team Activity winners.  State-wide donations the NMNWSE are used to cover all EYH items in the budget approved by the Board.  That includes chapter rebates and insurance in addition to tote bags and career booklets and CDRoms.

Workshop Comments:

Science Rocks!!

Everything was hands-on.  The teachers were helpful.

I had a great experience

I liked all of it

I liked all of the things that we did.  It was very exciting and I liked them a lot

I liked everything to do with this workshop.  Also seeing people who actually worked in the field.  Loved infrared light Class - my favorite

I liked freezing stuff in liquid nitrogen

I liked how all the teachers were patient and helpful.

I liked how they had Hands on Science - Not the kind in the Book.

I liked it all.  It was perfect, it should not change.

I liked most of it.  I think that there is not too much improvement needed.  One thing is to make sure that there are lots of fun, hand-on activities for the students.

I liked the Chemistry because it was cool to see the color changes and heat experiments.

I liked the chemistry, but the mathematics was too hard

I liked the fun adventures we had

I liked the hands on stuff.  Everything was good.  No Improvements

I loved crushing flowers using the freezing nitrous-oxide

I loved the atoms and nuclear workshop

I loved them all - its perfic (sic) I want to be a chemistry person.

I really liked the circuits

I would have liked to see more minority women, particularly women of color running the workshops.

It is a great program for all women and all girls should come.

It was very interesting. I think the seeing in the dark one could have been more activities.

"Liked workshop to disinfect dirty water

You need to make more projects for each class"

Maybe have two veterinary classes

Physical science is the best scientific experiments

Some information I felt was very general, I felt was extremely useful though.

Thank You
TG asked for a volunteer to help update the Careers CD, maybe someone other than a physicist.  TG requested permission for use publications (for example Spills & Ripples has at home experiments).  At the board meeting we will discuss paying for inclusion of other publications on CD.  TG asked that we send her suggestions for other organizations that might let us include their publications on the CD.
Albuquerque (non-Board position)



Diane Albert

Diane Albert  informed us of a meeting  today @11am to discuss 2010 EYH. 

Central EYH  be held at Central New Mexico Community College.


Silver City 







Rosa Romero
The date for the 18th Annual Silver City EYH conference at Western New Mexico University is Saturday, is set for:  Saturday, March 22, 2010. We have changed this a few times as it seems each of the schools in our main target area have different spring breaks.  This date will hopefully mean most girls will be able to attend.  Our target will be 350 5th – 12th grade girls.  We will continue with three workshops, a pizza lunch, a closing activity and free t-shirts for the girls, although the older girls may be separated. 

In previous years we cut down on the number of girls attending but had some disappointment from these older girls so last year we included a larger number of girls including 9th and 10th grades again.  However, these older girls were recruited to help in the workshops and mentor the younger girls.  This year we would like to have some workshops geared toward these older age groups who are getting ready for college.  By separating them, they may be able to get a more advanced look at careers and more information about colleges they can be applying for.  This is still in the discussion process, but we are looking at presenters and finding ways that would accommodate high school age young women more specifically.

This year we are playing with the idea of bringing back a shorter version of an opening session although we are changing the format from the way it was previously done.  We intend to have a master of ceremonies, and several booths set up (career materials) so that the girls have something to do and see while others are getting registered (t-shirts, badges, etc.).  

Emily Warner, president of the Grant County Branch AAUW has been heading the planning activities. Work is being done to coordinate our efforts with the schools in our 4 county region. One of the members on the planning committee will be doing our database and due to unforeseen technical issues last year we are considering other options for maintaining a new database.  At the request of several presenters the workshops have been extended from 50 minutes to one hour.

Once again we will send letters to parents to let them know their girl is registered.  For the past several years this has decreased our “no show” count from about 35% to less than 25%.

At the present time there are several presenters already signed on. We are still planning a date in the fall for an orientation session for the presenters.   Planning is going very well.

Here is our budget: (submitted to request the $600 seed money)

Make the check to WNMU Foundation with Expanding Your Horizons on the comment line.  Mail to WNMU Foundation, P.O. Box 1158, Silver City, NM 88062

Income

Seed Money
  
$  600

Donations

$3400





$4000

Expenses

T-shirts
 

$ 2250

Lunch



$ 1000

Postage


$   250 

Transportation


$   200

Supplies & Misc

$   300




$ 4000

Submitted by:  Rosa Romero, PO Box 1044, Santa Clara, NM 88026, rosar@signalpeak.net

CHAPTER REPORTS

Central Chapter (Albuquerque) 

Jeanne Banks
We may have the reception for Joan Woodard at the next meeting and present her with the IMPACT! Award.  Leslie Phinney informed us that Joan is having a reception at her home in January and we might like to send a representative to present her with the IMPACT!  Award then.
OLD BUSINESS/ACTION  ITEMS
	Date Opened
	Open Action Items
	Responsible
	Status

	Ongoing
	Funding Proposals & Publicity
	Diane & Elizabeth
	ongoing

	Ongoing
	Plans to Increase Membership
	ALL
	ongoing

	
	
	
	


Plans to Increase Membership:  Recruit presenters & volunteers at EYH.  Also invite more people to Central Chapter meetings.  We need to better communicate/disseminate what we do.

NEW BUSINESS:  Date & location of next Board meeting.

	Date Opened
	Open Action Items
	Responsible
	Status

	August 2009
	Name change from “Network for Women …”  to “NM Network for Women in Science and Engineering”

Article of Incorporation requires change.

Membership voted in favor of change.  Tinka will file.
	All
	ongoing

	October 2009
	2009-2010 Calendar
	Board
	open

	October 2009
	A letter needs to be written & sent via certified mail to LAWIS on the status of the Northern Chapter.  Include a deadline to reply or the Chapter will be terminated.
	Laurie Marnell
	open


The meeting was adjourned at 11:25am
