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New Mexico Network for Women in Science and Engineering

OFFICERS:  Diane Albert, President; Laurie Marnell, Vice President; Yolanda King, Treasurer; Claudia Barreto, Secretary; Elizabeth Kallman, Past President

Executive Board Meeting Minutes

October 26, 2008

Sierra Grande Lodge & Spa

Truth or Consequences, New Mexico

CALL TO ORDER


Diane Albert
The meeting was called to order at 9:05am. 
Attendees:  Diane Albert, Jeanne Banks, Claudia Barreto, Cheri Burch, Mary Campbell, Mercedes Agogino, Tinka Gammel, Laurie Marnell, Barb Torres 
Proxy: 


Dana Roberson:  Cherri Burch
SECRETARY’S REPORT


Claudia Barreto

The minutes were approved as submitted.  CB needs to send edited June minutes to TG for posting on webpage.
TREASURER’S REPORT 


Yolanda King

The final checking balance as of 09/30/08 is $14,065.66
Income included $5000 in a grant from Honeywell.  Included after the 30 Sep 08 end of FY is the closeout amount from the Southern Chapter’s checking account ($240.53).  Membership and income from the 2007 Annual Meeting Fees (not net income) are reflected in the total income. The 2008 AM and related membership dues were deposited in October and will be reflected in the next Annual Report. 
Expenses were dominated by EYH and Science Fair Awards as in previous years.  Last year’s Annual Meeting was a “break even” event.  
The proposed budget for 2008-2009 is shown on the attachment as well.  YK requests approval of the proposed budget.
Barb reported that the audit could not be completed due to missing receipts.  JB suggested that the audit be re-done when YK can be available for questions & to clear up issues.  Barb submitted the audit folder to be returned to YK.  The report will be completed when YK can participate.  Diane will return folder & checkbook to YK.  
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Annual Meeting 


Jeanne Banks
Jeanne would like us to consider locations, within an hour of Albuquerque, for the 2009 Annual Meeting.  We feel that there will be higher attendance in the ABQ area.  However, JB wants to know if we will still stay at the conference hotel or return home for Friday night.  JB suggested that Explora or the Natural History Museum might be a good place for us to meet &/or have our receptions.  
ACTION:  JB asked for us to think about this & provide her with feedback.
We discussed how wonderful T or C was as a venue (hotel & spa, cost, food, etc.) for this year’s meeting.  We applauded Barb & Cherri for doing such an excellent job organizing the meeting.  Barb brought up the issue of late cancellations.  Barb recommends that we change our policy so there is 100% non-refundable policy for people who cancel within 2 weeks of the meeting.
ACTION:  The Board will review the cancelation policy after JB does research on contracts for the 2009 Annual Mtg.
ACTION:  We should contact faculty (college & HS) to advertise to students the scholarship opportunity to attend the Annual Mtg. & present their research.

ACTION:  We discussed checking to make sure we do not conflict with the SuperComputing Challenge Kickoff.  JB says she will take care of this.

Elections


Georgia Pedinni
Georgia would like to step down if possible.  The main duty is calling for nominations & setting up the slate.
ACTION:   DA will look for a volunteer to take over Chair of the committee.  DA will send an email out to the membership to solicit volunteer.  

Archives 


Mary Campbell

Mary has received awards pictures and is in the process of adding them to the archives.  She requested more pictures (e.g., from Night Sky Conference).  If anyone is interested, we need a volunteer to help Mary or replace Mary as Chair.  We might want to find an agency to house our archive due to the storage issue.  Mary has already put a lot of our materials on CD.  Tinka volunteered to scan any materials for Mary so they can also be put onto CD.

We discussed Myers Peacock’s generous offer to pay to allow anyone to attend Board meetings via conference call.  

MC took many photos during the meeting.  TG & MC will get together to work on archives

.
Web Page 


Tinka Gammel

TG needs contact info for Board members and Network members so she can update the listserver & webpage.
Membership 


Dana Roberson

Same as annual meeting.  CB needs to get file from Dana
Fund Raising 


Elizabeth Kallman
In the Secretary’s report there was info on a $500 donation from XXX.  Dana has a notebook with fundraising information (e.g., each agency’s protocols).  DA is taking over fundraising.  DA asked for guidance in this role.  
JB said that the 2009 budget should tell what we can & cannot spend money  on.  We also discussed the kinds of agencies/organizations we will & will not approach (e.g., no political organizations).  

ACTION:  DA will get & study the notebook which, as we recall, has excellent guidelines & template solicitation letters.  
ACTION:  All Board officers & Committee Chairs should find their respective notebooks (lessons learned in the past) & add to the notebook useful information they discover in carrying out their duties.

Newsletter


Elizabeth Kallman
We now produce and distribute one hard copy Newsletter per year, prior to the Annual Meeting.  TG said the newsletter was well received & effective.  She suggests that we get it out at least 3 weeks prior to registration deadline for the 2009 Annual Meeting so that people have enough time to decide to commit to attending meeting.
Policies and Procedures


Claudia Barreto

Barb & Claudia sent a draft of proposed changes to the Board.  Barb led us through the document.  

1.  Unless we change the by-laws voting members include the elected Board & chapter representatives.  The first change, committee chairs do not have to be elected Board members. Must submit a report for each Board meeting and are encouraged to attend Board meetings.
2. Membership, EYH, P&P/By-Laws. Communications & Fundraising Chairs should be made embers of the Board.
3. Combine Newsletter (1 hard copy, mailed out per year; the rest will be posted on webpage “in the news”) & Webpage to “Communications” Chair.
4. Combine P&P/By-Laws
5. Officially change committee from “Science Fair” to Student Awards
6. Chapter rebate policy.  Instead of Chapter Rebate we will call it Chapter Funding.
7. Travel transportation reimbursement policy.  Barb will check with YK about the lawful policy (e.g., at cost – limits).
8. Chapter Policies:  Have at least 1 meeting every 2 years, elections 1 time per year, & use the official logo.  Northern Chapter does not agree with the proposed changes.  We discussed if we put the new policies in place that the Northern members may decide to dissolve that chapter and quit the Network.  They don’t need to be associated with NMNWSE to carry out the functions the do.  They can still do EYH if they are not a chapter & they can still get seed $ for EYH.  JB suggested that we tie together the Chapter Funding with the new Chapter Policies.  MC informed us that the Northern Chapter used to be WIS.  Since there was a lot of overlap in membership (in 1980’s) of WIS & NMNWSE they decided to become a chapter.  Also, though MC is still a member of NC she does not get any communications from them.  We discussed term limits.  BT will respond to NC to explain the new Chapter P&Ps.
9. EYH:  If we fund their EYH then Conference chairs must be members of NMNWSE in good standing & the must use NMNWSE logo & acknowledge our sponsors.
10. Virtual, On-Line meetings & Voting.  Cherri suggested that we encourage attendance b/c calling in is inconvenient & not the same as face-to-face.  However, if it is only way someone can participate, and then this is better than nothing.  JB suggested that we always hold meetings at the same or proximate locations & that we plan the dates for the entire year ahead of time.  It was suggested that we also have 1 northern & 1 southern location meeting.
11. Elections:  GP suggested that we change the procedures to be in line with our practice.  SEE HANDOUT.
12. Newsletter P&P needs to be revamped for the combination of Newsletter & Webpage into new Communications committee.
13. Annual Meeting:   The network may provide Annual Mtg. Scholarships to unemployed or student members based on funding available according to the annual budget.
14. Make IMPACT Award Chair a Standing Committee.  We will solicit input from Nancy Weinbrenner concerning P&Ps
15. State Science & Engineering Fair:  Change to any student competition awards.  Keep to that this is for State S&E Fairs and ‘other awards” as allowed per the annual budget.
16. On-line voting.  A motion can be made & seconded over the listerserver (email) & then the President will set a limit on discussion & then the call for a vote & set a time limit.
Barb & Claudia will continue to work on the proposed changes based on today’s discussions & the updated document will be circulated to the Board.   Once the board has commented on the revised document at final version will be posted so the board can vote to accept or reject the new P&P document.

ACTION:  Barb will refine the proposal based on the Board’s discussions.

ACTION:  Barb will contact the Northern Chapter to explain the new Chapter Policies & the discussion by the Board & resulting modifications made in light of their concerns.

ACTION:  Alignments will be made to get us in sync with the new version of our Policies & Procedures once they are approved by the Board. 
Publicity/Outreach


Charlene Bausinger
It’s very important that we get this committee going so we can increase membership and to make sure our publicity is focused on fundraising and membership.  We probably need to find a new Chair. 
ACTION:  DA will contact Charlene to see if she wants to continue.
Student Awards


Mercedes Agogino

Science Fair awards: 10 awarded at the NM State Science Fair in Socorro & ~12 for Native American Science Fair.  MA & Tinka will look into finding the data & sending the info to CB.
EXPANDING YOUR HORIZONS

State EYH 


Dana Roberson
Please See Appendix I for Dana’s report.  
We need to consider a Careers Book printing for 2009.  We need to burn 600 more copies of the Careers CD.  JB asked if we should charge for the CD (not at EYH).  Historically, we have filled requests if people are willing to pay for the cost producing the CD’s.  However, on the last burn we estimated that the cost would be $1.00/CD & it turned out to be $0.50.
Central (Albuquerque) (non-Board position)


Donna Senft


2009 Central EYH  will be held on March 14.  Donna will send out a request for help.  CB will find out how we can create the Central EYH listerver on over UNM email.  JB said that Amy Tapia at Sandia Labs should be able to help us out with publicity & outreach for Central EYH.   Phyllis Baca of Santa Fe Community College may be willing to work on a teacher component to EYH.  Tony Korwin from State Dept. of Education might also be help out with sponsoring EYH if we submit a mini-grant.

Los Alamos (non-Board position)


Wendee Brunish

No report
Silver City (non-Board position)


Adrienne Dare

The 17th Annual Silver City EYH conference at Western New Mexico University will be held Saturday, March 14, 2009.  Fifth to tenth grade girls will be targeted. Since we expect very few ninth and tenth grade girls to register these girls will have a more one-on-one relation with a presenter as these girls will be assigned to assist a presenter in their workshop.  We expect 300-375 girls to attend this year.

The planning committee has approved the idea of having someone else besides me to join NMNWSE and to be a contact person with NMNWSE.  I will be rejoining but plan to have a new member also join in October.

I am not as involved in the planning this year but the committee has been meeting regularly.

Submitted by Rosa Romero

PO Box 1044

Santa Clara, NM  88026

rosar@signalpeak.net
575-590-3459
Please see also Rosa’s NMNWSE contact report for the EYH post conference meeting March 13, 2008 in Appendix II
White Sands (WSMR) (non-Board position) 



Vicki Reynolds

No report
La Cruces:

No report
CHAPTER REPORTS

Central Chapter (Albuquerque) 


Jeanne Banks

JB is planning the next meeting for the 2nd Wednesday in January (1/14/09) & then we’ll plan to meet every-other month.  Since Betsy is not available to attend tonight IMPACT Award ceremony, we will try to have a ceremony for Betsy at the January Central Chapter meeting.  NW will arrange for any certificates.
Eastern Chapter 


Mercedes Agogino

We discussed electing MG as a MAL.
Northern Chapter (Los Alamos) 


Wendee Brunish

No report

Southern Chapter (Las Cruces)


Mellissa Burk

Disbanded.  

We discussed composing a letter for Mellissa’s Portfolio acknowledging her extraordinary efforts & contributions during her tenure in NMNWSE 9re-setablsihgn Southern Chapter, Organizing SC events, Organizing the Technical Sessions for the 2008 & 209 Annual Mtgs., etc.).

ACTION:  DA will draft a letter.
IMACT Award

Nancy W

We had four outstanding candidates for the 2009 award.  The conference call went smoothly.  There will be some changes to the instructions to nominators to clarify the criteria for the nomination packet.  All candidates were nominated by NMNWSE members in 2009.  We decide to keep past nominees to put into following year pool.  BT suggested that NW work on composing policies & procedures for IMPACT Award to put into NMNWSE P&P.  Nancy will send out emails to nominators to re-submit for following year.

ACTION:  NB will draft P&P’s for the IMPACT Award Chair.
Old Business/Action Items:
	Date Opened 
	Open Action Items 
	Responsible 
	Status 

	Ongoing 
	Funding Proposals?

IMPACT Award nominations closed

and judging sheet?

Publicity
	Nancy & Board 
	Closed for 2008

	Ongoing
	Policies & Procedures
	Barb & Claudia
	Proposal submitted – will be revised as per discussions of Board on 11/26/08  & submitted to Board over email

	Ongoing
	Recruitment of new Elections Chair
	Diane A
	Open

	02/02/08
	EYH:  Chairs need to complete evaluation forms for each EYH & return to Dana
	EYH Chairs
	Closed 

	04/04/08
	Possible new EYH in Taos
	Mary, Tinka, Elizabeth and Marie-Elena Reyes
	ongoing

	04/04/08
	New chair for Central EYH
	Central Chapter
	Closed  

Donna Senft is the new Central EYH Chair

	11/26/08
	Locate respective notebooks & add useful information discovered in process of carrying out their duties.


	All Board officers & Committee Chairs
	Open


New Business, Announcements:

We discussed the need for promoting membership
Dates & locations for the 2009 Board Meetings were set:
· December 16, 2008, 10-12 at Peacock Meyers – Call in available
· February 14, 2009, 10-12 at Peacock Meyers – Call in available

· April 4, 2009 in Socorro - At NM State Science & Engineering Fair Competition.  
· June 13, 2009 at 10-12 at Peacock Meyers – Call in available
· August 8, 2009 at 10-12 at Peacock Meyers – Call in available
· October  during Annual Mtg. (16 or 23 depending on SuperComputing Challenge Kickoff) 

AGO Report completed & turned in by DA.

EYH CD’s have been burned & are ready to go.  TG would like someone to take over this responsibility.

NM STEM initiative with Santa Fe Community College – looking for non-profits with like missions to partnership with.  They have funds that we can apply for (mini-grants) we need to find out the protocols for applying for this $.  Phyllis Baca is interested in enhancing dual enrollment program.  We might want to add a component to EHY for teacher attendance.  
ACTION:  DA will do the research as this falls under Fundraising.
Meeting. adjourned at 11:03AM
APPENDIX  I:

State EYH Report for Annual Meeting
Three EYH Conferences were held this year in Albuquerque, Los Alamos, and Silver City.  White Sands tried to hold one but was constrained by permissions.

This year we had over 400 young women participate in the EYH conferences.  As in years past, the level of minority participation was high and a significant number of Hispanic, Native American, Asian and Afro-American young women were included.  The Final Report is attached and has been sent to the National EYH. 

DEMOGRAPHICS

The chart below shows the Declared Ethnicity of the state conference attendees.  Demographics have remained similar for the past several years, varying only by a small percentage.
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Most of the girls were in the 6th and 7th grade (59%), and 8th grade (24%).   We had only eight 11th and 12th graders this year and the number of 10th graders was up.  However there were more 7th and 8th graders.  We seem to be attracting girls from lower grades, which is good as we can begin directing them toward science careers at an earlier age.     
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CONFERENCE EVALUATIONS


Our evaluation forms had multiple questions posed to best evaluate whether or not we met our goal for the conference.  

· Difficulty of the workshops was 87 % Just right (2) on a scale of 1 to 3 with 3 being very difficult.

· Content of the workshops on average was 48% fantastic and 43% Mostly good. 

· 90 % of the attendees indicated that EYH has made them more likely to take more math classes and look into a STEM career.

· 56% of the girls attended EYH due to their Counselor’s and Teacher’s input and urging, 19% were influenced by their parents, 15% influenced by a friend and 9% had attended before and wanted to come back.. 

·  “Did this conference positively influence or positively reinforce your decisions concerning the number of math and science classes you plan to take in the future?”  87 % percent affirmed it would, with 13% indicating it would not.

· “Did this conference positively influence your attitude toward math and science?”  90% confirmed it did, with10% stating it did not.


These numbers are up from last year, possibly because we had such an influx of lower grades and the popularity of the conferences.  

Next Year -  2009 

I am in process of registering for the upcoming EYH Year.  I will register for Albuquerque, Silver City, Los Alamos and White Sands.  We can register up to 5 conferences for a flat fee of $500.00.  I will request a check to be mailed when the registration is completed.  In January I will begin the process of obtaining the insurance.  The Fee for that will be around $500- 600 as well.

Expanding Your Horizons Conference

New Mexico Network for Women in Science and Engineering (NMNWSE)

2008 Final Report

OVERVIEW

The New Mexico Network is a not-for-profit organization with a membership of more than one hundred women scientists and engineers who volunteer time and energy to ensure that young people, especially young women, have access to information on exciting and meaningful careers in the sciences and engineering. The Network has been sponsoring the annual conferences statewide since 1980, reaching over 20,000 students and their teachers.  The students receive career information and encouragement at an early age, a key factor of future success.   New Mexico has a large rural population where many young people, especially women and minorities, are unaware of the wide variety of technical job opportunities that are available to them.  EYH successfully addresses this need.  This year we had over 400 young women participate in the EYH conferences.  As in years past, the level of minority participation was high and a significant number of Hispanic, Native American, Asian and Afro-American young women were included.

There are three active chapters in NMNWSE – Northern Chapter in Los Alamos, Central Chapter in Albuquerque, and Southern Chapter in Silver City. 

Central Chapter 

The Central EYH was held March 15, 2008 at Dane Smith Hall on the UNM campus.  .  The keynote address was by Betsy James, an author of children’s books.  Sandia National Laboratories paid the honorarium for Ms. James.  Ms. James talked about growing up with scientists.  What a great example of a modern scientist and role model for girls debating science as a future career.    We also had a full suite of workshops (around 15) covering a wide range of topics available for the students.  

We had great response from presenters volunteering to hold workshops unfortunately our registration was down again this year.  We had 132 students and 40 adults pre-registered.  We had about 15 students register the morning of the event.  Our “no show” rate was approximately 20% about the same as it was last year. While there was no one outstanding reason for our low student numbers this year there are at least two factors to blame.  


- Popular weekend for student activities:  soccer conflicts there and at least two other workshop/conferences aimed at similar grades that day.     


- Marketing:  unfortunately some of our standard advertising venues got dropped this year.  We gained some different marketing opportunities (such as the radio interview) but didn’t get others.  Next year, advertising and marketing needs to get renewed attention.  

In contrast to our low student numbers we had a strong adult turnout this year.  We had 37 registered and three walk in adults.  

Northern Chapter - LAWIS

Student Conference 

The Northern Chapter EYH was held April 2, 2008 at the University of New Mexico, Los Alamos Campus.    EYH08 offered students in grades 8-10 a unique opportunity to explore careers in the Science, Technology, Engineering, Math (STEM) and related fields. The workshops deal with topics such as cryptography, earthquakes, water resources, robots, light and lasers, DNA extraction and modeling, engineering, and everyday math.  For students attending, the day began with a challenging team-building competition. The students then broke up into small “hands-on” workshops led by outstanding women scientists in a variety of STEM and related fields. After lunch, Abigail Sussman gave the Keynote Address.  

Abigail Sussman, wilderness ranger, environmental educator, and writer, is excited to participate in Northern New Mexico’s EYH events of 2008. Born and raised in eastern Pennsylvania, Sussman spent her childhood summers barefoot, climbing the dogwood in her family’s front yard or trying to catch turtles in the creek. While earning her undergraduate degree in Nature Writing, she learned how to express her love of the natural world. Sussman graduated from Ithaca College in 1999 and has since spent many seasons exploring and studying ecosystems far beyond her backyard.

In 2006, she graduated from Western Washington University with a Master’s Degree in Natural Resource Management. She currently lives just south of the 49th Parallel in Glacier, Washington, and works on the flanks of the local (and active) volcano, Mount Baker. These adventures have taken her from the geologically intricate badlands of South Dakota to the temperate rainforest of Alaska. Along the way, she learned how to tag small mammals by clipping their toe nails, extract fossils from the earth and convince herself that the heavy footsteps outside her tent were just deer

  
In the afternoon, the students broke out for a second small “hands-on” workshop. The day finished will a science circuit, where students had the opportunity to participate in short and fun hands-on activities.

The EYH08 participant target is 150, and we invite each school to bring 10 students, as space is limited. In case you wish to bring more than ten students, please include a note stating why the additional students might particularly benefit from attending this event.

.Attendance was up from last year and we had 102 girls in attendance.  The registration process worked well and registration went smoothly.  We set up two rooms, pre-registered students in one room and walk-ins in the other. This worked well as there was no overcrowding in either room.  We found out that paper registration is preferred over online registration, but many teachers were unable to print the forms off the web site and we need to remind teachers to remind their students to fill out all information on the registration form. Individual registration forms/attendance sheets are easier to handle than the huge database. 

As we did for the past years we had bags for the girls prepared ahead of time.   A lot of internal and external funds were raised this year and we are probably going to be in the STB line item for next year.  
Teacher Conference

Accompanying teachers, parents, and other adult student supervisors had the opportunity to participate in a “hands-on” workshop and informational session on a variety of topics. The keynote speaker was also be available for questions and answers

Silver City 

The Silver City EYH conference was held on the Western New Mexico University campus on March 1, 2008.  The opening session was followed by 2 morning workshops, a pizza lunch, a third workshop and a closing activity.  
This was our 16th annual EYH conference at WNMU.  This year we targeted 6th - 8th grade girls.  Our attendance was 175 out of 226 girls registering.  There were about 20 schools attending from the four county areas: Grant, Luna, Hidalgo and Catron.  We will include 5th grade again next year and aim for a larger group again.  One concern for a smaller number this year was the location for the opening session.  We will be rethinking this for next year.  
Our next conference will be March 14, 2009.

FUNDING


As in previous years, Community funding, was used to purchase thank-you gifts for Key Note speakers, and prizes for Team Activity winners.  State-wide donations the NMNWSE are used to cover all EYH items in the budget approved by the Board.  That includes chapter rebates and insurance in addition to tote bags and career booklets and CDRoms.

Workshop Comments:

Everything was great

A little confusing on the room # and room activity coordinates

I did like it because it was fun

I liked because they were open to you.

I liked it all

I liked learning about science.  There was nothing I didn't like.

I liked that there are so many opportunities to learn things through extensive experiences but the time was too short to do everything

"I liked the ""hands-on"""

I liked the animals

I loved it

I loved working with the animals

I really liked the zoo and chemistry class, but breaking glass was not as good.

I want to come back next year!

I would like to learn more

It was awesome

Very cool

Very good

Overall EYH Conference Evaluation

	I Came expecting:
	I got:
	Now I need… 

	I thought it was going to be boring
	A fun experience
	To volunteer at the zoo this summer

	I thought it be honestly boring classes with own teachers, but I was very, very wrong and it was a lot of fun.  I thing it was definitively worth my time. 
	Fun classes that inspired kids to do good in math and science
	To definitely take math and science more seriously.

	Stuff that was too hard
	Classes that I understood
	To take more classes about stuff I like.

	To have fun and learn how to do different things.
	What I wanted, I also met new people.
	Go and tell everybody what I learned.

	A boring thing with people talking at me all day
	Fun, Workshops and activities.
	Consider going into the science or medical fields.

	To learn about interesting facts and information on math and science.
	I got a good perspective of how science works and what important guidelines go with science
	To take the required steps to reach my goal. 

	An OK time with not too many people and a lot of speeches.
	A great time, full of tons of awesome activities...
	Nothing, I am completely satisfied!

	Lots of awesome experiments
	Awesome experiments and lots of things that I can apply to science in my life. 
	To practice what I learned and to expand my knowledge.


APPENDIX II
NMNWSE contact report for the EYH post conference meeting March 13, 2008
A budget with a request for $600 seed money from NMNWSE was submitted to their October board meeting and a $600 check was sent to the WNMU foundation for our EYH conference.  NMNWSE registers our conference with the national organization, the EYH Network, as well as acquires liability insurance to us for the day of our conference.

Reports of our activities are also submitted to the other NMNWSE board meetings throughout the year, every other month.  However, since Mellissa Burk in Las Cruces is working on organizing a southern chapter of NMNWSE our Silver City reports can be sent to her to incorporate into the board reports.

NMNWSE provided additional tax exempt forms to us.

NMNWSE also supports a web page for us. Information needed to be updated when we changed our target from 5th to 8th grades girls to 6th to 8th grade girls.  The webmaster, Tinka,  would welcome any help from us with the web page.  

Three hundred tote bags and 250 blank CDs plus a master CD with career information and other   scientific links were supplied by NMNWSE.  Jo Ann was able to pick these items up from Tinka in Deming. The IT department at WNMU was able to help burn the 250 CDs.

The student packet from the EYH Network was provided to be copied for the girls.  The EYH network also provides the organizational packet, an adult packet and a packet for presenters.  These are provided on the EYH Network site: www.expandingyourhorizons.org.

The EYH Network would like the evaluation of our conference within a few weeks of our conference.  The information for this evaluation would be in the Student Database.  With the evaluation they also require 5 samples of our brochure/registration form.

Also note that the EYH Network provides an EYH conference organizer to take care of registration for an EYH conference as well as providing various reports.  This is something we might want to explore.  In fact conferences that are newly registering their sites are required to use their system.  

Note also that the EYH Network is encouraging the use of their Logo, including their colors.  At the present time it isn’t mandated.

Also note that NMNWSE requests that we have wording to the effect of “EYH conferences in New Mexico are licensed by NMNWSE from the national EYH Network” on our brochure and any flyers next year.  Tinka would also like us to list the statewide sponsors and use the state logo.

Since NMNWSE requires that at least one of the contact people for our conference needs to be a member of NMNWSE.  So, we might want some one or more to join in October 2008.
Rosa Romero
DEMOGRAPHICS

The chart below shows the Declared Ethnicity of the state conference attendees.  Demographics have remained similar for the past several years, varying only by a small percentage.
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Most of the girls were in the 6th and 7th grade (59%), and 8th grade (24%).  .  We had only eight 11th and 12th graders this year and the number of 10th graders was up.  However there were more 7th and 8th graders.  We seem to be attracting girls from lower grades, which is good as we can begin directing them toward science careers at an earlier age.     
[image: image5.jpg]N e





CONFERENCE EVALUATIONS


Our evaluation forms had multiple questions posed to best evaluate whether or not we met our goal for the conference.  

· Difficulty of the workshops was 87 % Just right (2) on a scale of 1 to 3 with 3 being very difficult.

· Content of the workshops on average was 48% fantastic and 43% Mostly good. 

· 90 % of the attendees indicated that EYH has made them more likely to take more math classes and look into a STEM career.

· 56% of the girls attended EYH due to their Counselor’s and Teacher’s input and urging, 19% were influenced by their parents, 15% influenced by a friend and 9% had attended before and wanted to come back.. 

·  “Did this conference positively influence or positively reinforce your decisions concerning the number of math and science classes you plan to take in the future?”  87 % percent affirmed it would, with 13% indicating it would not.

· “Did this conference positively influence your attitude toward math and science?”  90% confirmed it did, with10% stating it did not.


These numbers are up from last year, possibly because we had such an influx of lower grades and the popularity of the conferences.  We hope to see the numbers keep increasing next year.

CONCLUSION


The 2008 EYH Conferences were a success as proven by our evaluation responses.  Sometimes we tend to see ourselves and are more critical than others.  These young girls have told us we did our job in expanding their scientific horizons.  

Respectfully submitted:

Dana Roberson

EYH 2008 State Chair

Central Chapter, NMNWSE
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